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= We’re loud and proud!
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Funinthe sun

Hundreds of people gather to celebrate Newbury’s annual Pride event

By JOHN GARVEY
john.garvey@newburynews.co.uk
@johng_nwn

NEWBURY’S annual Pride
event returned to the town
centre and Victoria Park on
Saturday.

The festival, launched in
2021, boasted a variety of live
acts across two stages, as well
as a range of stalls from organ-
isations, charities and com-
munity groups.

More than 530 people joined a
march through the town centre
and into Victoria Park, where a

further 1,000 joined throughout

theday.

Newbury Pride treasurer
and vice chairwoman Andrea
Brookes said: “It was a huge
privilege to celebrate with our
LGBTQIA+ siblings, allies,
supporters and the wider local
community on Saturday.

“It’salways a special and joy-
ous occasion for us, but this
year’s Pride had a particular
urgency and importance in
light ofan emboldened and hos-
tile Trump White House and
the recent Supreme Court

judgement which has had a

devastating impact on our
trans friends.

“We’re so grateful for every-
one who came out to show their
support.”

Revellers of all ages enjoyed

the acts on the main stage, fea-
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Revellers gather in Victoria Park

turing acts such as 1990s pop
star Lolly, London-based dance
troupe Homoparody, Rock
Choir, as well as local DJ
Hypester who closed the stage
on Saturday evening.

The new community stage
on the park’s bandstand played
host to the Princess Academy,
entertaining families for the
first hour, followed by panel
talks and spoken word.

Newbury Pride secretary
Will Beharrell said: “It was
incredibly heartening to see so
many people come together to
celebrate and have a good time
in the scorching sunshine.

“We're so thankful for the
financial support from Green-
ham Trust, Newbury Town
Council, Thatcham Town
Council, Vodafone, Horsey
Lightly Solicitors, Dreweatts,

Smiles on parade
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2BCL and Newbury Building
Society.

“Without this support, we
would not have been able to put
onsuchanambitiousevent.”

For more information about
events organised by Newbury
Pride, including fundraising
Drag Bingo evenings and social
brunches, visit newburyp-
ride.org.uk or follow Newbury
Pride on social media.
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Amber Rose Turner, Julian Swift-Hook (of Kennet Radio) and Bodacia
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Specialist designers and installers of premium conservatories,
orangeries & extensions.

Q OAKLEYGREEN

Oakley Green Conservatories, Unit 1, British Garden Centre,
Bath Hﬂad, Thatcham, Newhury, RG18 3AN.
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